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Statement on the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize Award
October 15, 1999

Doctors Without Borders (Medecins sans
Frontieres) richly deserves the Nobel Peace
Prize. They work around the world, under dif-
ficult and often dangerous conditions, to provide
medical assistance to the victims of conflict and
natural disasters. They have cared for the sick
and the wounded at refugee camps in Kosovo
and Timor, aided flood victims in the Phil-
ippines, treated disease in Sudan and Sierra
Leone, Vietnam and Peru. Their work is em-
blematic of the commitment of so many people

of good will today to build a global community
where compassion, cooperation, and progress in-
creasingly know no borders.

I am proud that the United States Govern-
ment has provided substantial annual assistance
to Doctors Without Borders, and that we work
together closely in times of crisis. Humanitarian
relief of this kind is not only the right thing
to do for our values; it also helps build peace
and stability and thereby strengthens America’s
own security.

Statement on United Nations Security Council Action Against International
Terrorism and the Taliban
October 15, 1999

I applaud the U.N. Security Council for tak-
ing a strong stand against international terrorism
today and demanding that the Taliban stop har-
boring Usama bin Ladin. The Security Council’s
resolution, which passed by a unanimous vote,
will result in economic sanctions being placed
on the Taliban if they do not deliver bin Ladin
within 30 days to a country where he can be
brought to justice.

The Security Council’s action demonstrates
the international community’s understanding of
the threat posed by bin Ladin and his network
of terrorists. Despite the condemnation of scores
of countries after the 1998 bombing of our Em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania, the Taliban has
continued to allow bin Ladin and his network

to operate training camps, make threats against
the United States and others, and plan terrorist
operations from their bases in Afghanistan. Now
the international community has spoken with
one voice. The sanctions the U.N. has chosen
parallel the unilateral ones that the United
States placed on the Taliban in July and will
result in the restriction of landing rights of air-
lines owned, leased, or operated by or on behalf
of the Taliban, the freezing of Taliban accounts
around the world, and the prohibition of invest-
ment in any undertaking owned or controlled
by the Taliban.

The international community has sent a clear
message. The choice between cooperation and
isolation lies with the Taliban.

Joint Statement on Norway-United States Cooperation
October 15, 1999

The President and the Prime Minister met
today at the White House to review the many
accomplishments of the enduring U.S.-Nor-
wegian partnership and to explore new areas
of cooperation.

Transatlantic solidarity and mutual security in
NATO form the core of the U.S.-Norwegian

relationship. President Clinton reaffirmed the
strong U.S. commitment to the security and de-
fense of Norway. The two leaders reiterated
their commitments to the Washington Summit’s
vision of an Alliance devoted to collective de-
fense, capable of addressing current and future
challenges, strengthened by and open to new
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members, and working with others in a mutually
reinforcing way to enhance Euro-Atlantic secu-
rity and stability. They also reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthen European security
and defense capabilities for crisis management.

The Prime Minister and the President ex-
pressed satisfaction that the concerted action of
the NATO Alliance achieved an end to
Milosevic’s campaign of ethnic cleansing in
Kosovo and created the conditions for the safe
return of refugees. They reaffirmed their strong
commitment to democracy and the rule of law
in Kosovo, and their support for the Stability
Pact for Southeastern Europe as a means of
achieving lasting peace and stability in the re-
gion.

The President congratulated the Prime
Minister on Norway’s essential contributions as
Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE. The two lead-
ers underscored the importance of arms control,
in particular the 30-nation Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE). The
United States and Norway agreed to intensify
their efforts, together with other Treaty part-
ners, to reach agreement on adaptation of the
CFE Treaty for signature by Heads of State
and Government at the November 18–19 OSCE
Summit in Istanbul.

The United States and Norway share a vital
interest in the development of a democratic,
prosperous, and stable Russia. Russia has an op-
portunity to further entrench its transition to
democracy by ensuring free and fair elections
in the coming months for its parliament and
president. The President and the Prime Minister
recognized Russia’s struggle against terrorism
and reaffirmed their support for Russia’s terri-
torial integrity. They urged a constructive dia-
logue between the Russian government and le-
gitimate leaders in the North Caucasus that
could lead to peaceful resolution of conflict, and
called on all concerned to avoid indiscriminate
use of force and to respect human rights. The
Prime Minister and the President agreed that
increased international efforts are called for to
deal with the problem of nuclear waste in Rus-
sia, including that from decommissioned nuclear
submarines. The two leaders called on Russia
to accept the 1993 amendment to the London
Convention that establishes a mandatory morato-
rium on all dumping of radioactive waste at sea.
They welcomed increased international coopera-
tion through the Arctic Council and the Arctic
Military Environmental Cooperation Program.

Working closely with local governments and
communities, they pledged to promote sustain-
able development and protection of the fragile
Arctic environment.

The two leaders expressed satisfaction with
the work of the Barents and Baltic Sea States
Councils and the extensive U.S.-Norway co-
operation under the U.S. Northern European
Initiative. They underlined the importance of
fully integrating the Baltic countries into the
European and trans-Atlantic community, and
agreed to continue support for language training
programs in Latvia and Estonia to foster social
integration.

The Prime Minister and the President share
concern over the growing dangers to inter-
national security posed by the proliferation of
small arms and light weapons in areas of conflict
and post-conflict. They announced the establish-
ment of a Norway-U.S. working group to mar-
shal support for nations which agree to destroy
surplus small arms.

The two leaders noted the extensive U.S.-Nor-
wegian commercial relationship and affirmed
that the United States and Norway attach great
importance to the upcoming WTO round in Se-
attle. They recognized Norway’s role as a major
international supplier of oil and gas to the world,
and agreed U.S. industry will remain a key part-
ner in petroleum production on the Norwegian
continental shelf.

The President expressed his appreciation for
Norway’s strong support of the Middle East
peace process through the Oslo process, and
saluted Norway’s leadership role in the Pales-
tinian donor effort. The two leaders agreed to
intensify their efforts to achieve a lasting settle-
ment in the Middle East and other conflict
areas. They stressed the need to strengthen the
United Nations’ capabilities in responding to the
challenges of a new Millennium. They agreed
that the protection of human rights and dignity,
eradication of poverty, and the safeguarding of
the global environment were crucial to contin-
ued progress. The two leaders agreed to work
together to reduce the debt of heavily-indebted
poor countries and increase the support among
creditors to maximize the benefits of the debt
reduction initiative.

Finally, the two leaders agreed to continue
the excellent cooperation between the two coun-
tries through ongoing dialogue on the full range
of bilateral, regional and global issues that join
the United States and Norway.
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s Radio Address
October 16, 1999

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
what we must do to make sure people with
disabilities who are ready, willing, and able to
work can be part of our Nation’s prosperity.

Work is an awfully important part of who
we are as Americans. It connects us with our
communities and provides dignity for our fami-
lies. Today, more Americans are working than
ever before. Since 1993, in January, when I took
office, we’ve had the largest peacetime expan-
sion in our history and created more than 19
million new jobs. Unemployment is at a 29-
year low; welfare rates, a 30-year low; poverty,
a 20-year low, with the first back-to-back budget
surpluses in 42 years.

But in spite of the good economic news, there
are people in places still not touched by our
prosperity. Among them are almost three out
of four Americans with severe disabilities who
want to work but aren’t working. This is not
just a missed opportunity for them; it’s a missed
opportunity for all the rest of us, too.

If we want to keep our economy growing
with continued low inflation and low unemploy-
ment, we must draw on the untapped potential
of our people. That’s why I launched our enter-
prise zone and enterprise community initiative
61⁄2 years ago, under the leadership of Vice
President Gore, to bring investment and jobs
to rural and urban areas with high unemploy-
ment.

That’s why I’m working now to pass our new
markets initiative in Congress, to give Americans
the same incentive to invest in poor commu-
nities in America we now give them to invest
in poor communities in Latin America, Asia,
Africa, and central Europe, and that’s why I
established a Presidential task force on the em-
ployment of adults with disabilities last year, to
help remove the barriers that prevent people
with disabilities from going to work.

In December Vice President Gore received
the first set of recommendations by the task
force, and I’m proud to say we’ve taken action

on every one. The budget I proposed last Janu-
ary would invest more than $2 billion in health
care, tax credits, and new technologies for peo-
ple with disabilities. I also signed an Executive
order to eliminate unfair barriers to Federal em-
ployment for people with psychiatric disabilities.

Today I announce new steps we’re taking to
ensure that when it comes to the employment
of people with disabilities, the Federal Govern-
ment leads by example. And today I’m releasing
the first-ever Government plan to ensure posi-
tive career paths for people with disabilities in
our Federal work force. I’m directing every Fed-
eral agency and department to take concrete
action to expand opportunities for people with
disabilities in all levels of the work force, from
entry to senior ranks.

And I’m calling on all agencies to recruit and
promote people with disabilities, to reach out
to students with disabilities, to provide reason-
able accommodations for applicants and employ-
ees with disabilities. I’m also calling on our Fed-
eral human resources agency, the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, to ensure that every agency
gets the help it needs to fulfill these commit-
ments. We are the Nation’s largest employer.
I want it to be a model for private industry,
and this plan will help to do just that.

But there’s more to do. One of the biggest
barriers facing people with disabilities is the fear
of losing their health insurance when they get
a job. Under current law, many people with
disabilities cannot keep their Medicaid or Medi-
care coverage if they work. This creates a tre-
mendous disincentive to work, because they
have to have health care, and neither they nor
their employer can afford or often even find
health insurance.

There’s a commonsense, bipartisan bill to
change that. It’s called the work incentives im-
provement act. It was sponsored by Republican
Senators Jeffords and Roth and Democratic Sen-
ators Kennedy and Moynihan. Simply put, it
will make sure that people with disabilities don’t
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